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A NOTE ON ARGULUS CATOSTOML 



D. S. Kellicott, Ph.D., Buffalo, N. Y. 



The first species of fish louse described in this country was Argu- 
lus catostomi. The original descriptions by J, D. Dana and E. H. 
Herrick may be consulted in Silliman's Journal, ist Series, Vol. 
XXX., p. 388 (1836), and Vol. XXXI., page 297 (1837); good figures 
are given, and in some anatomical details the memoir was the most 
reliable and helpful within the reach of the American student for 
many years. 

The parasite was first found on a species of "sucker," probably 
Catostomus Bostoniensis of Le Sueur, inhabiting the lower part of 
Mill river, Connecticut, where the water is brackish, and it is included 
in a list of external parasites observed on fishes and other marine 
animals of Southern New England by A. E. Verrill, Report of U. S. 
Fish Commission, 1871— 2; this is apparently on the authority of the 
describers. At the Cleveland meeting Prof. S. H. Gage made known 
to me the presence of a fish louse on the " suckers " in Cayuga lake, 
and kindly gave me an example mounted in balsam for examination. 
I have made careful comparison with the description and figures of 
the original memoir, and think there is not a doubt as to its identity, 
/. e., Argulus catostomi, D. and H. 

The dates of capture are: Mill river, April and May, Cayuga- 
lake. May. 

The fact that a hitherto rare and supposed marine species of such 
beauty occurs in our fresh-water lakes is noteworthy; doubtless a 
knowledge of this occurrence will lead to its more frequent capture. 

A still more minute account than any yet given of the mouth ap- 
paratus, the appendages on the basal pari of the prehensile legs and 
other specific characters, made from study of fresh material, is de- 
sirable in order to correct certain errors; and, inasmuch as other spe- 
cies since described very closely resemble this, perhaps too closely, 
e. g., A. laticauda of S. I. Smith, the size alone, as given for each, 
separates them distinctly: A. laticauda, 5 mm., A. catostomi, 10 mm. 
or more. 



